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Iwant to wish everyone a happy new 
year and hope that you and your 

business prosper through 2007.  I’m 
especially appreciative of you allow-
ing me the opportunity to serve as the 
President of TAPS and am looking for-
ward to a productive year representing 
all the land surveyors of Tennessee.
 The upcoming TAPS convention is 
scheduled for March 15-17 at the Mar-
riott Hotel Cool Springs convention 
center.  It seems each year’s conven-
tion gets bigger and better and this 
year is no exception.  Mario Forte, the 
TAPS convention chairman, has lined 
up an outstanding list of seminars and 
speakers allowing you a wide selection 
to choose from.  Whether you prefer 
history or technical, theory or science, 
you won’t be disappointed.  Kudos to 
Mario for raising the bar yet again.  I 
look forward to personally seeing each 
of you at the convention.  
 Among the many items of inter-
est at this year’s convention is a 1-
PDH seminar on the proposed chang-
es to the TAPS Constitution.  Each 
TAPS member will soon be receiving 
in the mail a ballot and explanation 
of the proposed changes for your re-
view.  The seminar is an opportunity 
for you to ask questions about the pro-
posed changes and place your vote if 
you haven’t already done so by mail.  
The TAPS Board and a select commit-
tee has spent many hours reviewing 
and discussing these proposed changes 
and feel that they will allow more op-
portunity for members to get involved 
as well as addressing several minor 
“housekeeping” issues.  I hope you’ll 
take the time to review each change 
and voice your vote.  
 Another item of interest is the re-
cent association created between 
TAPS and E&O Liability Consultants, 
Inc.  The recent increase in annu-
al TAPS dues has afforded you, as a 
member of TAPS, to acquire a life in-
surance policy as a part of your paid 

From the PresidentFrom the President
by Jay Caughman, 2007 President

membership.  This $10,000 life insur-
ance policy is included as a benefit 
to TAPS membership at no addition-
al charge or health screening.  You do 
need to fill out some basic paperwork 
and beneficiary forms.  Contact Rik-
ki at E&O (800-853-6133) if you need 
the paperwork.  Additional insurance 
may also be obtained for your fam-
ily or employees at a discounted rate.  
This is a great opportunity for all TAPS 
members that should not be over-
looked.  E&O Liability Consultants has 
also arranged for TAPS members to 
acquire Long Term Care insurance at 
a discounted rate.  The TAPS website 
will be adding a link to E&O Liability 
Consultants which  will allow you to 
download information.
 The TAPS Board is continuing to 
keep a sharp eye on legislation being 
proposed for the new year.  Our lob-
byist, Mr. Jay West, is keeping us up-
to-date on issues that may affect land 
surveyors and is introducing new leg-
islation on our behalf to benefit our 
cause.  I encourage you to contact 
your  local TAPS directors about legis-
lation being proposed and any issues 

about which 
you have con-
cerns.  Be ac-
quainted with 
and prepared 
to contact 
your state rep-
resentative when called upon by TAPS.  
 An item of recent concern to me is 
the future of the four-year Surveying 
and Mapping degree program at ETSU.  
The program has and continues to 
produce outstanding graduates, most 
of whom become licensed surveyors 
in just a few years out of school.  This 
is a valuable resource for the future 
of land surveying in Tennessee.  How-
ever, recent departures in staff have 
caused a strain on qualified instruc-
tors.  TAPS has and will continue to 
support this program in any way it 
can.
 Again, I thank you for allowing me 
the opportunity to serve you as Presi-
dent.  I encourage you to get involved 
with your local chapter and voice any 
concerns you have about land survey-
ing issues.  I look forward to seeing 
you at the convention in March.

Welcome New Members
Thomas Chandler

Greeneville, TN

Jared Cobb
Nashville, TN

Taylor Dillehay
Mt. Juliet, TN

James Gellenthin
Smithfield, NC

 

Jeremy Horn
Kingsport, TN

James C. Phillips
Oak Ridge, TN

 
Nick Phipps

Chattanooga, TN
 

Derrick Story
Charlotte, TN

Trig-Star packets are now available.  Contact TAPS 
office at 615-860-9311 or tapsinc_@bellsouth.net
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by Jay West and Hope Jackson, TAPS lobbyists 

When the Tennessee General As-
sembly reconvened on January 

9, 2007, there were many new faces 
in the halls of Legislative Plaza.  In the 
Senate, there were seven new state 
senators.  The House has seventeen 
new members.  
 Dewayne Bunch, a Republican from 
Cleveland; Paul Stanley, a Republican 
from Germantown; and Bo Watson, a 
Republican from Hixson, all success-
fully moved from the House seats they 
had held to the Senate.  Bunch, an at-
torney and educator, previously served 
four terms as the State Representative 
for the 24th District in Bradley Coun-
ty.  Stanley, a financial advisor, served 
three terms in the House represent-
ing the 96th District located in Shelby 
County.  Watson, a physical therapist, 
served one term representing House 
District 31, covering Hamilton and 
Rhea counties.  
 The other four new members of the 
Senate are Ophelia Ford, a Democrat 
from Memphis; Lowe Finney, a Dem-
ocrat from Jackson; Reginald Tate, a 
Democrat from Memphis; and Jack 
Johnson, a Republican from Brent-
wood.  
 Ford served briefly in the Senate 
last year after winning the seat in a 
special election after her brother John 
resigned from the seat following his 
indictment in the Tennessee Waltz 
bribery sting.  The Senate then vot-
ed to void Ophelia Ford’s election due 
to voting irregularities by poll work-
ers.  Ford, however, regained her seat 
in the Senate after defeating her op-
ponent in the regular general election.  
She will represent the 29th Senate 
District in Shelby County.  
 Finney, an attorney and relative of 
former Gov. Ned McWherter, defeat-
ed Don McLeary, who had held the 
seat.  McLeary was originally elected 
as a Democrat but switched parties to 
become a Republican in the spring of 
this year.  Finney’s victory may allow 
the Democrats to keep the Republican 

New Faces in the State LegislatureNew Faces in the State Legislature

majority from gaining control of the 
speaker’s seat that Lt. Gov. John Wild-
er has held since 1971. 
 Reginald Tate, an architect from 
Memphis, will represent the 33rd Sen-
ate District in Shelby County.  Tate 
replaces Kathryn Bowers, who briefly 
held the seat after Roscoe Dixon re-
signed in January of 2006.  Both Bow-
ers and Dixon were indicted in the 
Tennessee Waltz sting.  Bowers is 
awaiting trial.  Dixon is currently serv-
ing a five-year sentence for bribery.  
Jack Johnson, a financial advisor from 
Brentwood, will serve as State Senator 
in the 23rd Senate District, the seat 
formerly held by Jim Bryson.  Bryson 
gave up the seat to run for Governor.
 Finally, there will be a new Senator 
from the 30th Senate District in Shel-
by County.  The seat was vacated by 
Steve Cohen, who resigned after be-
ing elected to Congress.  Cohen will 
fill the U.S. House seat Harold Ford, 
Jr. gave up to run for the U.S. Senate.  
Shelby County will hold a special elec-
tion to fill the seat.  The election for 
his seat will be on the same date as 
another vacated Memphis seat in the 
Legislature that had been held by Rep. 
Henri Brooks.  Brooks resigned to join 
the Shelby County Commission in Au-
gust.  The primary for the special elec-
tion is scheduled for January 25 and 
the general election for March 13. 
 In the House, there will be seven-
teen new faces, eleven Republicans 
and six Democrats.  The overall make-
up of the House will remain the same.  
Eddie Bass, a Democrat from Pros-
pect, will represent the 65th House 
District covering Giles and Marshall 
counties.  He is also the Sheriff for 
Giles County.  Mike Bell, a Republican 
from Riceville, will represent the 23rd 
House District (McMinn and Monroe 
counties).  Bell is a beef cattle farm-
er and small business owner.   In the 
66th House District, Robert Bibb, a 
Democrat from Springfield, will rep-
resent Robertson County.  Bibb is an 

economic development officer for the 
Middle Tennessee Industrial Devel-
opment Association.  Kevin Brooks, 
a Republican from Cleveland, will be 
the State Representative for the 24th 
District (Bradley County).  Brooks 
works in public relations and confer-
ence management.  In the 31st House 
District, composed of Hamilton and 
Rhea counties,  Jim Cobb, a Republi-
can from Spring City, will be the new 
Representative.  Cobb is a retired TVA 
manager.  
 Jim Coley, a Republican from 
Shelby County, will represent the 
97th House District.  Coley is a civ-
ics teacher at Bolton High School.  In 
the 42nd House District, represent-
ing Putnam County, Henry Fincher, a 
Democrat from Cookeville, will be the 
new Representative.  Fincher in an at-
torney.  Richard Floyd, a Republican 
from Chattanooga, will represent the 
27th House District (Hamilton Coun-
ty).  Floyd was a top executive with 
the local Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
prior to his retirement.  Dale Ford, a 
Republican from Jonesborough, will 
serve as the Representative for the 6th 
House District (Hawkins and Wash-
ington counties).  He is a retired Ma-
jor League Baseball umpire.  Brenda 
Gilmore, a Democrat from Nashville, 
will represent the 54th House Dis-
trict.  Gilmore also serves on the Met-
ro Council.   She is the Director of 
University Mail Services for Vander-
bilt.  Ron Lollar, a Republican from 
Shelby County, will represent the 99th 
House District.  Lollar is a county em-
ployee and a member of the Shelby 
County School Board.   Jon Lundberg, 
a Republican from Bristol, will repre-
sent the 1st House District covering 
Sullivan County.  Lundberg, a former 
news broadcaster, is the founder and 
president of a media relations firm.  
In the 21st House District covering 
Loudon and Monroe counties, Jimmy 
Matlock will serve as State Represen-

continued on p. 7
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Playing a friendly game of pool on 
a fall night in 1988, a gentleman 

asked me, “What do you do for a liv-
ing?”  At the time, just a few months 
out of high school working nights in a 
factory, my answer was “nothing inter-
esting.”  The next question was, “Have 
you ever thought about surveying?”  
Well, from that point on the conversa-
tion got interesting, and the next week 
I was working on a survey crew.  Little 
did I know where that would take me 
or what it would make of me.  Over 
the course of eighteen years, it took 
me from a kid 
just wanting to 
try something 
new to a thirty-
something-year-
old professional 
land surveyor 
who can still re-
member his first 
day at work and 
the stench of that ragged old GMC 4x4 
that was considered the Survey Truck.  
Well, over those years other things 
evolved that I had no idea were taking 
place. 
 I also became a salesman of my 
services; a thief to those who felt 
they lost property; a hero to those 
who gained it; a detective in search 
of those lost descriptions and plats; a 
historian, because in order to do my 
job properly, I have to know the tech-
niques used by the preceding survey-
ors in my region; a forensic scientist 
looking for that tiny piece of fence in 
a 50-inch red oak or any clue, no mat-
ter how well hidden, to help determine 
the absolute answer; a magician for 
pulling some of those not-so-absolute 
answers out of a hat; a botanist, be-
cause plant identification is a extreme-
ly important thing (wiping with poi-
son ivy can be very irritating); a com-
puter repairman, because it’s 10:00 
p.m. when the computer crashes and 
it has to be finished by morning; a 
doctor for those breaks and sprains 

What We DoWhat We Do

that were splinted with wood stakes 
and flagging and the cuts that should 
have had stitches; a forester, because 
to many crew members’ disbelief, all 
trees aren’t pines or oaks; a geolo-
gist, because I have to know the differ-
ence in an outcropping of rocks and a 
rock pile; a photographer for every-
one who wanted their picture taken; 
a psychotherapist to those property 
owners who just don’t understand; a 
referee between those who thought I 
was a hero and those who thought I 
was a thief; a guidance counselor to 

those employees 
who need some-
where to turn when 
troubled; a psy-
chic, because as 
soon as I set foot 
on the property I’m 
expected to know 
if the fences are on 
the line, where the 

corners are supposed to be and how 
many acres are left; a geographer, be-
cause I have to be able to retrace an 
old river or creek bed that was filled in 
when the drainage district took over.
 I can’t consider myself, by any 
means, an expert in any of these oth-
er fields, but it never ceases to amaze 
me how many hats we have to wear to 
be surveyors.  I don’t think there are 
many other professions or occupations 
that require the diversity that is re-
quired by us on a daily basis.    
 Just remember, without those who 
saw that spark in your eyes and gave 
you the opportunity to make your 
mistakes and learn from them, you 
wouldn’t be who or where you are to-
day.  So I challenge each of you to 
have patience when the time comes, 
because if we are not there to men-
tor, encourage and learn from the next 
generation, we will be letting our pre-
decessors and profession down.  So in 
closing, I thank you, Mr. Key, for in-
troducing me to this wonderful profes-
sion.

Murry T. Jenkins, Professional Land Surveyor
tative.  Matlock, a Republican from 
Lenoir City, owns a tire service com-
pany.  Steve McManus, a Republican 
from Cordova, will represent the 96th 
House District (Shelby County).  Mc-
Manus is an investment advisor.  Joe 
Pitts, a Democrat from Clarksville, 
will represent the 67th House District 
(Montgomery).  Pitts is a Vice Presi-
dent at Planters Bank.  Kent Williams, 
a Republican from Elizabethton, will 
represent the 4th House District (Cart-
er County).  Williams is a restaurant 
owner and former TDOT employee.  
The final new face in the House will fill 
the seat for the 92nd House District.  
Henri Brooks, a Democrat from Mem-
phis, resigned from her position after 
winning a seat on the Shelby County 
Commission. 

New Faces, cont. from p. 5

TAPS 39th Annual Conference 
and Technology Exhibition

March 14-17, 2007
Marriott Hotel Cool Springs

Franklin, TN

TAPS 40th Anniversary 
Conference and Technology 

Exhbition
March 12-15, 2008

Marriott Hotel Cool Springs
Franklin, TN

TAPS Calendar, News & 
Updates, Meetings & 

Seminars
www.taps-inc.com

Upcoming 
Events

Upcoming 
Events

Garrett & Associates 
wins “Top Gun” at the 
Middle East Chapter 

Shootout!

Without those who 
saw that spark in your 
eyes and gave you the 
opportunity to make 
your mistakes and 
learn from them, you 
wouldn’t be who or 
where you are today.
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Outgoing President Galyon Northcutt passes the 
gavel to incoming President Jay Caughman.

Tim Goad, Bruce McClellan and Mike 
Freeman take their oath of office for the 

new leadership year.

2007/2008 TAPS Leadership
 

Jay Caughman, President
Benny Moorman, President Elect

Jimmy Cleveland, Secretary/Treasurer
Galyon Northcutt, Past President

Mario Forte, Vice President
 

Kirk Duclos, DAL Middle
Terry Greenwell, DAL East

Paul Henson, DAL West
 

Chapter Directors
Northeast - Freddie Alley & Tim Lingerfelt

Middle East - Bruce McClellan & Brennon Garrett
South East - Alvin Cook & Dan McKenzie

Upper Cumberland - Tim Goad & Mike Freeman
Middle - Kirk Duclos & Galyon Northcutt

South Middle - Dallas Cook & Steve Caffey
West - Jim Wiles & Tate Jenkins

Southwest - Jim Helton & Mark Sorsby
Northwest- Bob Nichols & Tommy Young
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continued on p. 11

So, what does the proverbial “scan job” look like?  Well, 
it looks like every project.  This usually gets the “you 

have no idea what you are talking about” look from most 
people.  Now obviously, there are a few jobs where you 
would not use a scanner, but there are also jobs out there 
where you 
would not 
use GPS, 
and certain 
types of To-
tal Stations.  
So the scan 
job ques-
tion begs to 
be answered 
with another 
question.  Would you use GPS in the middle of the woods 
for a massive boundary survey?  Would you use a first or-
der Total Station for locating wetland flags in the middle of 
a 100-acre parcel?  Do you use a total station to stake out 
a point five feet from your set-up?  (What?!? Are you actu-
ally saying I should use a steel tape to measure that?!?  I 
don’t even think I got one in the truck!)  Well the answer 
to those questions is probably not, or not for the whole 
task.   

The Myth
 So let’s explore this “scan job” myth.  Was there ever 
such a thing?  Well, back in the late 1990s when scan-
ning was being introduced to the world, a scan job was 
very real.  During the days where scanners had a very lim-
ited field of view, an argument could be made about “scan 

jobs” as well.  
However, 
with today’s 
scanners 
that have 
a full dome 
field of view, 
the possi-
bilities are 

endless.  Does that mean that there are NO “scan jobs”?  
Of course not.  It means that the size and type of job for a 
scanner has greatly increased.  Most companies that I visit 
have a well rounded portfolio of projects, including ALTAs, 
route surveys, bridge surveys, large boundary, buildings, 
etc.  Sound familiar?  All of those listed above are possible 
candidates for a scanner.  There are always those compa-
nies that say that most of their work is raw land surveys.  
Should they consider the possible ownership of a scanner?  
I would say the answer would be not yet.  However, it does 

What Does a “Scan Job” Look Like?What Does a “Scan Job” Look Like?
by Michael W. Harvey, LSIT

not mean that they shouldn’t seek out the help of a fellow 
surveyor who does have a scanner when an opportunity 
presents itself.

Example 1
 Let’s take a few moments to look at some specific proj-
ects.  Here is our first one.  This would be a street inter-
section (has tall street trees) and a specific building of in-
terest.  A top-
ographic plan 
needs to be 
provided along 
with a 2D el-
evation view 
of the build-
ing.  Total proj-
ect area is 
about 1.3 acres.  
What would the 
preferred method for the field collection be?  You could 
make a strong argument for TPS.  Since the trees might in-
terfere with GPS, you may or may not get the proper cov-
erage.  What about scanning?  Hmmm, intersection means 
possible safety issue.  Elevation plan could mean a night-
mare for the CAD tech.  What kind of numbers would you 
estimate if the TPS methodology had been used?  I was 
told three days in the field and two days in the office.  As 
you can see from the plan snapshot, scanning was utilized.  
The field time was 2.5 hours and the drafting time was 7 
hours.  Charge a lump sum for this survey and I smell a 
hefty profit with those kinds of numbers.  Oh, need I re-
mind you that surveying is NOT a non-profit profession?!?  

Example 2
 Okay, next project.  You are to survey 1600' of a jagged 
rock face along a very busy interstate.  Limits are to ex-
tend from median of the road to 100' past the top of the 
rock or to the right of way line, whichever is closer.  The 
deliverable will primarily be a TIN surface with cross-sec-
tions.  Several possible methods could be utilized here.  

TPS, Close 
Range Pho-
tography, 
and scan-
ning all 
could be 
considered.  
Again, ex-
amine the 
conditions: 





Busy intersection, tall rock face, and major undulating sur-
faces.  What about a combination of methods?  Remember, 
scanning is another tool in the tool box.  In this case, that 
is exactly what was done.  When the site inspection was 
done, the tree line was very close to the top of the rock 
face.  So TPS was used to capture the ground data beyond 
the tree 
line (top 
lines), 
and 
scan-
ning was 
used to 
capture 
the rock 
face.  
From the snapshot, the orange lines in the road and the 
solid mesh were from the scan data.  Scan data yields 
correct cross-section overhangs without the unsightly 
“spikes” that most CAD packages create during the TIN 
creation process.  So you get a very realistic looking cross-
section.  What about the metrics?  One day in the field 
(two crews) and three days in the office.  The best thing, 
nobody had to get close to the road!  Good surveyors are 
becoming hard to find these days.  Let’s keep the ones we 
have healthy.

Example 3
 Last example.  (I’ll give you a spoiler.  This IS a scan 

job.)  The 
project is 
a 135' long 
steamship 
hull.  You 
need to 
measure 
the outside 
and the in-
side along 
with any re-

maining deck beams, drive shaft, and bulkheads.  I don’t 
think there is any other way to successfully execute this 
project without a scanner.  The deliverable is a TIN of the 
hull, cross sections every 5' with references to the bulk 
heads.
 After a day of scanning and a day in the office, this proj-
ect was completed.  Once again, a lump sum needs to be 
considered.  Making a 
TIN of these types of ir-
regular shapes is much 
easier with point-cloud 
processing software.  You 
are not limited to the “z” 
direction like you are in 
most CAD packages.  So 
a project like this ship, 

Scan Job, cont from p. 9 and the rock face that we talked about, are completed with 
greater ease.

Software
 The point cloud processing software is a major piece of 
a so-called “scan job.”  I like to think of it as an extension 
of reality.  Take TIN creation for example.  How many of 
you think that TIN creation is a pleasant process in CAD?  
The last CAD software that actually worked well and made 
any sense 
to me was 
AutoCAD 
R12 with 
Softdesk 
8.  Most 
current 
routines 
seem a 
little too 
involved 
for my 
liking.  So 
with point cloud processing software, why not make the 
TIN there?  As a user, you have so much more freedom to 
rotate/ pan/zoom in this environment compared to a CAD 
package.  So how do you bring the TIN over to CAD?   This 
process is perfect for LandXML.  AutoCAD knows it is a 
surface when you bring it over so any guess work is re-
moved.  Furthermore, with a scan, since there are so many 
points, in several instances break line(s) are not need-
ed.  The point cloud package tends to follow the curves of 
the topography naturally.  That is a nice benefit.  As you 
can see from the snapshot below, the TIN was created in 
a point cloud software and brought over to CAD.  The to-
tal process of importing this TIN, and creating contours 
in CAD took under 10 minutes.  That is music to a CAD 
tech’s ears!

Conclusion
 With today’s current surveying technology, there is a 
greater variety of tools available for the professional to 
choose from.  Laser scanning is here to stay.  Even if you 
don’t own a scanner, start to think of uses and projects in 
which you could utilize the numerous benefits that scan-
ning can bring.  Each job needs to be considered.  Is this 
a “scan job,” or more appropriately, can I use a scanner 
on the whole project, or a portion of it?  While there still 
might be a “scan job” like the ship or maybe pipe racks at 
a plant, in the Civil/Survey world, there is no such thing.  
Laser scanning is here to help us make money.  That is 
what we are in business for!

“There is always some kid who is seeing me 
for the first time.  I owe him my best.”
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Have you noticed?  Surveyors never 
leave the office, even when they 

try to go on vacation.  For the past 
three years, I’ve been a regular “lurk-
er” online at POB magazine’s bulletin 
board, www.RPLS.com.  My reasons 
for “listening” online were education-
al and professional.  I didn’t realize it 
would become an addiction. 
 After reviewing thousands of post-
ings from the surveying community, it 
is clear that I am not alone.  It seems 
to me that the surveying profession ei-
ther attracts people who have certain 
characteristics or it somehow develops 
certain characteristics in people that 
make them passionate about their pro-
fession.  It’s a very interesting, yet elu-
sive, phenomenon to grasp for those of 
us who aren’t directly in the surveying 
profession. 
 I recently started searching for a 
word to describe my impression of the 
way surveyors feel about their profes-
sion.  I opened up my old 1986 Stu-
dent Edition of Webster’s Dictionary 
and 1993 New Webster’s Thesaurus 
and started my search.  The first word 
that came to mind as a result of my 
situation was the word addict: “to de-
vote or surrender (oneself) to some-
thing habitually or obsessively.”  I defi-
nitely remember reading about survey-
ors being devoted and I know I was be-
coming habitual in my twice-a-day (at 
least) trip to the message board.  Ob-
sessed?  Well, I know from reading the 
board that this is not true.  Webster’s 
definition of obsess is to be constantly 
preoccupied and I’ve seen discussions 
on topics beyond the scope of survey-
ing. 
 However, I needed another word. 
Obsessed just didn’t match my per-
ception.  How about possessed?  “Pos-
sessed: 1a (1): influenced or con-
trolled by something (as an evil spir-
it or a passion) (2): MAD, CRAZED”  
This definitely has potential.  I’ve read 
plenty of TED DURA DURA threads to 

Surveyors Are ________ – You Can Fill In 
the Blank
Surveyors Are ________ – You Can Fill In 
the Blank by Greg Yoko, Editor, Land Development Today

know that some surveyors may very 
well be under the influence or control 
of something.  Some have even inti-
mated that it could be “an evil spirit 
or passion.”  Passion. Now I’m getting 
close. “Passion: 4a (1): EMOTION (2) 
plural: the emotions as distinguished 
from reason b: intense, driving, or 
overmastering feeling or conviction c: 
an outbreak of anger 5a: ardent affec-
tion.”  I have seen and read many in-
stances of surveyors exhibiting inten-
sity and conviction.  But this isn’t re-
ally what I am trying to describe. 
 Maybe some real examples from 
messages placed on the RPLS mes-
sage board would help explain why 
I started this quest for a descriptive 
word in the first place.  The thread of 
conversations that initiated all of this 
thought started in March.  Various sur-
veying professionals were discussing 
how they couldn’t escape their sur-
veying instincts—when they attempt 
to go on vacation.  (Comments are at-
tributed to the individual’s RPLS sign-
in name or alias.)  The thread started 
off with this comment: “Just returned 
from a road trip (Park City - Olympics; 
It was great).  Caught myself look-
ing for ROW monuments at 85mph. 
Then I started to think of all the oth-
er things I do: pace distances walk-
ing in the mall or to and from the bar; 
finding PK nails and looking for point-
pair; reading ANY lath or stake I find; 
guessing radial distances on Interstate 
curves…Someone please tell me I’m 
not alone—or at least not crazy...” 
 Based upon the responses that fol-
lowed, it was hard to answer the ques-
tion as to his sanity because it was 
obvious that he wasn’t alone.  “When 
going for a walk, I catch myself count-
ing my paces,” claimed a responder. 
“When skiing in Colorado, I notice 
some paint on a tree, and start think-
ing about, ‘Where’s the Section Cor-
ner’…”  Another chimed in, “Took 
photos of the property corners set in 

the sidewalk at the Alamo and control 
monument caps at Disney World… My 
wife thinks I’m crazy.”  Another sur-
veyor agreed that his spouse thinks 
the mental sanitarium may be an op-
tion.  “Loved seeing all those brass 
disks in Disney World with Mickey 
heads on them.  Spent half the va-
cation looking at them...Wife thinks 
I’m nuts.”  Some comments were in-
trospective.  “Well I admit that many 
times while hiking I have taken de-
tours of a mile or more to check for 
a triangulation station shown on the 
topo quad just to kneel down and 
touch it and feel the history.”  Another 
expressed determination.  “Vacation-
ing in Hawaii, I told my wife I am not 
leaving until I find some evidence of a 
survey.  Got it, a chiseled cross in con-
crete.  O.K. we can leave.”  Yet, the 
common thought prevailed: “I drive 
my wife crazy.  I can spot orange paint 
on control points, stakes, bits of or-
ange flagging going down the road any-
where, anytime.” 
 Finally, a comment from a regular 
on the message board is really what 
got me into this silly exercise of find-
ing a definition: “Bored out of my 
mind at my parents’ house in Illinois 
over Thanksgiving, what do I do?  Go 
out and dig up property corners all 
over the neighborhood…Driving down 
the highway I see fences collide in 
the middle of nowhere and I presume 
there is a section corner over there. 
Always looking for nails and disks in 
the sidewalk or mag nails in the cen-
terline.  Surveying isn’t a profession—
it’s an affliction...”  Ahhhh!  Surveying 
is an affliction! More than two months 
later, in a different thread, a simi-
lar vein was resurrected.  “…My fam-
ily hates that whenever we go on va-
cation, I look for surveyors, property 
pins, reference points, I sometimes go 
into intersections to see what if any-
thing is there.  I once stopped and 

continued on p. 16
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The Changing Face of 
Congress
 As a result of the November 7 elec-
tion, Congress will have a new look. 
The 110th Congress will be controlled 
by Democrats in the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate.  Many of 
our friends in Congress won their elec-
tions; however, a good friend of ours 
in the Senate, Senator George Allen of 
Virginia, lost his reelection bid.  Sena-
tor Allen was a co-sponsor of the Sen-
ate Resolution honoring National Sur-
veyor’s Week.
 Although nothing is official until 
January, here is a list of the prospec-
tive Committee Chairmen for Con-
gressional Committees that affect sur-
veyors: 
 In the Senate, the Majority Lead-
er is expected to be Harry Reid of Ne-
vada.  The Chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee is expected to 
be Robert Byrd of West Virginia.  The 
Chairman of the Banking, Housing 
and Urban Affairs Committee (which 
controls RESPA issues) is expected 
to be Christopher Dodd of Connecti-
cut.  The Chairman of the Commerce, 
Science and Transportation Commit-
tee is expected to be Daniel Inouye of 
Hawaii, and the Chairman of the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Commit-
tee (which controls USGS issues) is 
expected to be Jeff Bingaman of New 
Mexico.  The Chairman of the Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Com-
mittee is expected to be Edward Ken-
nedy, while the Chairman of the Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship Com-
mittee is expected to be John Kerry, 
both of Massachusetts.  The Chairman 
of the Homeland Security and Govern-
ment Affairs Committee is expected to 
be Joe Lieberman of Connecticut. 
 In the House of Representatives, 
the Speaker of the House is expect-
ed to be Nancy Pelosi and the Major-
ity Leader is Steny Hoyer.  The Chair-
man of the Appropriations Committee 
is expected to be David Obey of Wis-
consin; the Chairman of the Education 

Government Affairs UpdateGovernment Affairs Update
and Workforce Committee is expected 
to be George Miller of California.  The 
Chairman of the Government Reform 
Committee is expected to be Henry 
Waxman of California; the Chairman 
of the Homeland Security Commit-
tee is expected to be Bennie Thomp-
son of Mississippi; the Chairman of 
the Resources Committee is expected 
to be Nick Rahall of West Virginia; the 
Chairman of the Science Committee is 
expected to be Bart Gordon of Tennes-
see and the Chairperson of the Small 
Business Committee is expected to be 
Nydia Velazquez of New York. 
 There are also many new members 
of Congress in both the House and the 
Senate.  ACSM is working on getting 
introductory meetings with the new 
members to discuss our issues with 
them. 

Final Push for 
H. Res. 518
 THIS IS IT! After almost two years 
of hard work, we are coming down to 
the wire for getting our National Sur-
veyor’s Week bill through the House of 
Representatives this year.  Congress 
will be working in December and will 
take up H. Res. 518, the National Sur-
veyor’s Week Resolution, if we can get 
a total of 50 co-sponsors on the bill.  
We were recently told by Rep. Adam 
Putnam’s office (the sponsor of the 
resolution) that we have 38 co-spon-
sors.  We need everybody’s help for the 
final push.  Please call or fax your Rep-
resentative and ask them to co-spon-
sor H. Res. 518, the National Survey-
or’s Week Resolution, which is spon-
sored by Rep. Adam Putnam, and Rep. 
Bennie Thompson is the original co-
sponsor.  If you participated in Lobby 
Day, please review your list of contacts 
and follow up with the staff you met 
with and ask them to get their boss to 
co-sponsor the resolution.  A link to 
the current co-sponsors is http://thom-
as.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d109:
HE00518:@@@P; check the link fre-
quently because the list hasn’t been 

updated.  Thank you for your help!

Brooks Act Memo from 
Army Corps of Engineers
 The Army Corps of Engineers re-
cently released a Directive reinforcing 
its policy of using the Brooks Act for 
the procurement of A/E services.  The 
Directive lays out FAR Part 36.601-
4, which is the relevant law relating 
to this issue.  The full Directive can 
be found here: http://www.wbdg.org/
ccb/ARMYCOE/COEECB/ecb_20   06_
12.pdf  

Position Paper of FEMA 
Map Modernization 
Program
 ACSM recently completed a posi-
tion paper regarding FEMA’s Map Mod-
ernization Program, which should be 
posted on the ACSM website soon.  As 
you may know, ACSM has worked for 
several years with a number of rel-
evant groups and associations to ob-
tain federal funding for FEMA’s Map 
Modernization Program.  Unfortunate-
ly, the Map Modernization program is 
not going in the direction we hoped it 
would.  The digitized maps being pro-
duced by FEMA are not accurate, and 
according to its recent midcourse ad-
justment report, FEMA plans to make 
several changes to the program, in-
cluding updating maps in many parts 
of the country.
 Our position paper will be used 
when we meet with Members of Con-
gress and FEMA representatives on 
this issue.  Look for the position paper 
on the ACSM website soon. 

Update On the COFPAES 
Lawsuit
 As you may know, last year COF-
PAES filed a lawsuit in federal court 
against the FAR Council regarding its 
application of the Brooks Act to the 
procurement of mapping services.  As 
a result of the COFPAES lawsuit, the 
federal government filed a Motion to 

continued on p. 16
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Dismiss the lawsuit.  A Federal judge recently 
denied the government’s Motion to Dismiss at 
this point.  For now, the lawsuit continues. 

Interview with Former 
Congressman Jack Brooks, 
Author of the Brooks Act
 Speaking of the Brooks Act, if you go to the 
COFPAES website, www.cofpaes.org, you will 
find an interview conducted by NSPE with for-
mer Congressman Jack Brooks, the author of the 
Brooks Act.  It’s an insightful interview in which 
the Congressman discusses his thoughts on his 
groundbreaking legislation.

 For more of these updates, go to www.taps-
inc.com.   Click on helpful links Surveying ; 
click ACSM; click Government Affairs.

Government Affairs, cont. from p. 15 Surveyors Are, cont. from p. 13
took a picture of a Mickey Mouse Brass cap at Epcot.  I explain what 
those slopes stakes are really saying and I make comments about the 
markings, paint colors and flagging colors.  They love me but think I 
am the biggest geek they know.” 
 As you can see, the symptoms of this profession are alarming 
enough to cause spouses and family members to doubt the survey-
or’s sanity.  It appears to afflict geeks and those who talk to them-
selves a lot.  But the news is even worse.  According to one wife, this 
“disease” may even be contagious!  “I always thought my husband 
was wacko, nuts and crazy.  Now I find he is not alone…my husband 
talks ‘section corners and cut and fill’ in his sleep.  This ‘affliction’ 
seems to be contagious—now I’m looking for orange paint and stuff...
oh gawd...My only question, is there a support group for us wives?  Is 
there a cure?”  If you are aware of any cures, coping mechanisms, 
or additional symptoms to watch for, please send them to me at edi
tor@LandDevelopmentToday.com.   Providing this timely service to 
surveyors and their families may make this entire publication worth-
while!  Oh yeah, if you know of other words that characterize the 
way surveyors feel about their profession, feel free to send those to 
me as well.  And, by the way, inclusion of rpls.com posts will not be 
a regular practice of Land Development Today, but it certainly could 
be entertaining!  You should check out the message board on your 
own, just beware of the consequences as expressed here. 

Reprinted with permission.  Copyright Land Development Today, LLC.
www.landdevelopmenttoday.com

For all your shopping needs
TAPS Shopping Mall
www.taps-inc.com
TAPS & PAC Store
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When industry-wide standards are 
discussed in the survey profes-

sion we usually debate tolerances, guide-
lines, rules and regulations pertaining 
to measurements and ethics such as re-
quirements for ALTA/ACSM Land Ti-
tle Surveys.  Surveyors are required to 
comply with these types of professional 
standards, but when it comes to techni-
cal standards, surveyors generally take 
whatever liberties they deem necessary 
to illustrate their work, essentially a “do 
whatever you want” policy of drawing.  
This translates to an “every organization 
for itself” policy of establishing technical 
standards.
 Twenty-nine years ago when I began 
working in the civil engineering depart-
ment of a full service architectural engi-
neering firm, technical standards were 
mostly drawing standards, i.e. drafting 
or line symbols, used on our hand-draft-
ed topographic surveys and plats.  Con-
sidering the basic visual aspects of a 
drawing, the “every organization for it-
self” practice has been adequate.  Gen-
erally plans from different firms can be 
read with little reference to the legend, 
so there has never been a reason for in-
dustry-wide technical standards.  How-
ever, with the advent of CAD, the final 
product is now referred to as a plot or 
hard copy, and though it reads the same 
as the hand-drafted version, computer 
procedures have generated the develop-
ment of electronic technical standards.  
Moreover, clients are putting emphasis 
on the electronic drawings produced, re-
quiring the technical standards used to 
be of a deliverable quality. 
 Electronic technical standards, e.g. 
CAD layer names and descriptor codes 
introduced with the electronic field 
book (not seen in the final product but 
a necessary part of the production pro-
cess) vary between firms.  Everyone 
“does whatever they want” in establish-
ing their version of electronic tech-nical 
standards, and the “every organization 
for itself” practice proves insufficient.  
You could say this assessment is irrel-
evant since your final product is a plot 
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by James Falk, CST Office IV

or hard copy, but if you swap CAD files 
with other firms and clients you are of-
ten hindered by unfamiliar electronic 
technical standards.  And regarding de-
scriptor codes and other codes used in 
an electronic field book, they vary con-
siderably between firms and are essen-
tially undecipherable without a code list.
 Does the survey industry have a com-
placent view of technical standards?  
Maybe, but not of our own volition—the 
National Society of Professional Sur-
veyors (NSPS) is an organization dedi-
cated to the advancement of the survey 
profession.  Their mission statement is 
“NSPS strives to establish and further 
common interests, objectives, and politi-
cal effort that would help bind the sur-
veying profession into a unified body 
in the United States.”  Throughout the 
long era of hand drafting there has nev-
er been a reason for industry-wide tech-
nical standards.  That view has transi-
tioned into the era of computer tech-
nology apparently without thought.  Ba-
sically we’ve gone from using drafting 
boards and drafting instruments to com-
puter screens and mouse clicks; from 
field surveying using baselines, transits 
and chaining to distance meters, and 
GPS satellites; from printing and sketch-
ing in a field book to keying in codes 
and recording data in an electronic field 
book; and from writer’s cramp to carpal 
tunnel syndrome.  Welcome to the 21st 
century! 
 The absence of industry-wide techni-
cal standards, in the past, may have ac-
tually resulted from the lack of a mecha-
nism for their development.  The com-
puter age has produced a technological 
infrastructure that is an obvious and 
natural mechanism for the develop-
ment of electronic technical standards.  
The Internet allows us to communicate 
through electronic mail, transfer elec-
tronic files, access websites and down-
load files.  Also, we have the NSPS, an 
existing organization dedicated to unify-
ing the surveying profession, who could 
act as a coordinating agency.  Cohesion 
in the survey industry is a good thing, if 

we could develop industry-wide codes/
point descriptors.  Colleges could add it 
to their survey class curriculum.  State 
DOT’s and other agencies could adopt it.  
New employees could have knowledge 
and experience with a universal system 
allowing them to be immediately pro-
ductive, and the survey industry could 
have specifications that they can require 
software developers to incorporate. 
 Survey crews entering codes and re-
cording data in electronic field books 
are actually writing programs that are 
processed in the office.  The operation 
in the field is not a perfect process and 
usually must be corrected or enhanced 
in the office.  Use of a good survey code 
system is paramount to the coordina-
tion between field and office CAD work, 
because the codes help the processor 
to recognize what was surveyed and re-
corded.  The more comprehensible the 
survey code system, the easier it’s go-
ing to be for the processor to decipher 
the information, find and edit erroneous 
recordings contained in the electronic 
field book.  Survey crews will “write bet-
ter programs” if they have more experi-
ence with, and a better understanding 
of, the survey code system, thereby re-
ducing erroneous recordings.
 As new technology has been intro-
duced into the survey industry, we know 
that along with the improvements have 
come required procedures and knowl-
edge to be learned, i.e. computer pro-
cedures and electronic technical stan-
dards.  But as our industry moderniz-
es we must remember that situations 
change, traditional policies adopted dur-
ing the circumstances and limitations 
of the past need to be revised, and al-
though historical views may translate 
into current technology, the fact is that 
mechanisms not available in the past 
could foster better solutions for the fu-
ture.  The future is now!  We need to 
stop being content with the status quo, 
and wake up to the smell of premium 
blend coffee.

Reprinted with permission of the author.  From the 
CST Newsletter Summer 2006 edition.



39TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE & TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION
Exhibits: March 15-16, 2007 • Conference: March 15-17, 2007

Marriott Hotel Cool Springs • Franklin, Tennessee • 615-261-6100 • Total of 16 PDHs offered

Wednesday, March 14
5:00-7:00 pm Display Company Sets Up Booths Salons 6-10

7:00- 10:00 pm Exhibitors Move Into Booths Salons 6-10

 
Thursday, March 15 (5 PDH) 
7:00-9:00 am Breakfast on your own 

8:00-9:00 am   Viewing of Exhibits   Salons 6-10

8:00-9:00 am Registration Open   Conference Foyer 
 Exclusive sponsorship by Earl Dudley Associates, Birmingham, AL

9:00-11:40 am   SESSION 1 (3 PDH)  TBA
 Seminar 1:  “Insurance” – Real claims and the importance of proper coverage 
  Speakers: Don Friedman and David Garst
 Seminar 2:  “Storm Drainage” – Designing a simple storm drainage system – bring your calculator. 
  Speaker: Alvin Cook
 Seminar 3:  “Flood LOMC” – How to complete FEMA Letters of Map correction 
  Speaker: Bart Crattie
   “T-DEC” – Waters of the state; erosion control
  Speaker: Joe E. Holland
 Seminar 4: “High Definition Surveying” – 3D laser scanning 
  Speaker: Bruce Hook, Precision Products

10:15-10:25 am Break  Conference Foyer

11:40 am - 1:30 pm Buffet Lunch Conference Foyer

11:40 am - 1:30 pm Viewing of Exhibits Salons 6-10

1:30-3:10 pm   SESSION 2 (2 PDH)  TBA
 Exhibitor Workshops: Equipment and software demonstrations 

3:10-7:00 pm Exhibitor Reception/Viewing of Exhibits Salons 6-10
 Partial sponsorship by Hayes Instrument Company, Shelbyville, TN

4:30 pm Board of Directors/General Membership Meeting TBA
 
 
Friday, March 16 (7 PDH) 
7:00-8:00 am Buffet Breakfast Conference Foyer 

7:00-9:00 am   Final Viewing of Exhibits   Salons 6-10

8:00-9:00 am Registration Open   Conference Foyer 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Certified Survey Technician TBA



9:00-11:40 am   SESSION 1 (3 PDH)  TBA
 Seminar 1:  “Insurance” – Real claims and the importance of proper coverage 
  Speakers: Don Friedman and David Garst
 Seminar 2:  “Storm Drainage” – Designing a simple storm drainage system – bring your calculator. 
  Speaker: Alvin Cook
 Seminar 3:  “Flood LOMC” – How to complete FEMA Letters of Map correction 
  Speaker: Bart Crattie
   “T-DEC” – Waters of the state; erosion control
  Speaker: Joe E. Holland
 Seminar 4: “High Definition Surveying” – 3D laser scanning 
  Speaker: Bruce Hook, Precision Products

10:15-10:25 am Break  Conference Foyer

11:40 am - 1:00 pm Buffet Lunch Conference Foyer

1:00-4:30 pm   SESSION 2 (4 PDH)  Salon 5
 Seminar 1:  “ALTA (2005) Standards” 
  Speaker: Gary Kent
 Seminar 2:  “Evidence & Procedures” – Covering Tennessee laws and fieldwork examples Salons 1-4
  Speaker: Barry Savage

2:40-2:50 pm Break  Conference Foyer

4:30 pm Reception  Hotel Lounge

7:00 pm March Madness PAC Fundraiser Bash  TBA
 Sports/Casino theme

Saturday, March 17 (4 PDH)
 No viewing of exhibits

7:00-8:00 am Breakfast  Conference Foyer

7:00-8:00 am Past Presidents’ Breakfast Private Dining Room Restaurant

7:00-8:00 am Registration Open Conference Foyer

8:00-10:40 am   SESSION 1 (3 PDH)  Salons 1-5
 “ALTA Surveys for Field Personnel” 
  Speaker: Gary Kent

9:15-9:25 am Break  Conference Foyer

10:40-11:20 am SESSION 2  Salons 1-5
 TAPS Awards

11:20 am - 12:10 pm SESSION 3 (1 PDH) Salons 1-5
 Board of Directors – Bylaws and Constitution –  Voting 



Speaker Information
Alvin Cook, PE., RLS

 Alvin R. Cook, PE, RLS, is a native of Sevier County, 
Tennessee and attended Pittman Center High School 
(now Gatlinburg-Pittman).  He is a graduate of Tennes-
see Technological University with a BS degree in Civil 
Engineering.  He is licensed as a professional engineer 
in Tennessee and Georgia and a registered Land Sur-
veyor in Tennessee.   After working for engineering firms in Chattanooga, 
Morristown and Johnson City, Tennessee and Jacksonville, Florida, he 
opened his own office, ARC Consultants, in Chattanooga, in 1979 to pro-
vide engineering and surveying services.   The firm transitioned to Cook 
& Spencer Consultants, Inc. in 1984 and continued to operate under this 
name until 2004.  In 2004 Cook & Spencer Consultants closed and a new 
firm, Alvin R. Cook & Associates, LLC, was established. Mr. Cook has had 49 
years of experience in civil engineering and surveying, including water and 
wastewater design, drainage, site design, subdivision design, stormwater 
pollution prevention plans, boundary surveys, topographic mapping and 
ALTA/ACSM surveys. 

Bart Crattie, RLS
 C. Barton Crattie, LS recieved a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree from Murray State University in 1977.   
He began surveying with the KY DOT in 1978.   He re-
ceived a surveying certificate from Chattanooga State 
Technical Community College.  Bart is a Licensed Land 
Surveyor in Tennessee and Georgia and is a member 
of numerous professional organizations (TAPS, SAMSOG, NSPS) as well as 
a life member of the Surveyor’s Historical Society and a member of the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers, Inc.

Donald R. Friedman
 Donald A. Friedman is a partner and Vice President of Crow Friedman 
Group, LLC, the exclusive agency for XL Design Professional Insurance 
Company in Tennessee.  Located in Nashville, his branch office specializes 
in the professional liability needs of architect and engineering firms in 
Middle and East Tennessee. Mr. Friedman is a graduate of Rider University 
with a degree in Accounting.  A former director on the board of the AIA 
(American Institute of Architects), Middle Tennessee Chapter, Mr. Friedman 
currently serves as past president on the board of PLAN (Professional Li-
ability Agents Network), a National Association of 56 Professional Liability 
Specialist Agencies in the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico.  He was named 
“Producer of the Year in 1999” and again in 2001 by DPIC Companies.

David N. Garst
 David N. Garst practices principally in the areas of architects and 
engineers professional liability, construction defect litigation, construc-
tion contract law, and commercial litigation.  He is the chair of the firm’s 
Nashville Construction Law Practice Group.  He has been named to “Best 
Lawyers in America” for 2007 in the construction practice area.
 For 20 years, Mr. Garst has represented architects, engineers, surveyors, 
contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, building owners, and developers 
on a variety of projects both locally and regionally.  He has substantial 
experience in the defense of design professionals, and has represented 
architects and engineers in hundreds of claims, lawsuits, arbitration 
matters, and disciplinary proceedings before Boards of Architectural and 
Engineering Examiners.  His experience includes claims and litigation over 
many project types, including commercial, industrial, retail, and residential 
buildings, subdivisions and industrial parks, water and wastewater plants 

and facilities, natural gas transmission lines, dams, school and university 
facilities, airport runways, and electric transmission facilities.  Mr. Garst also 
has substantial experience representing parties involved in disputes and 
contract negotiations over assisted living, nursing, condominium, hotel 
and other hospitality projects across the southeast United States.

Joe E. Holland, P.E., RLS.
 Field Office Manager, Division of Water Pollution Control Tennessee 
Department of Environment & Conservation.  Mr. Holland holds a B.Sc. 
Agricultural Engineering degree from the University of Tennessee.  He 
comes from a family of surveyors in the Hendersonville and Lafayette, 
Tennessee areas.  His father, Joe, is a retired surveyor and his brother, Mike, 
practices in Lafayette.  Mr. Holland is a Tennessee Registered Professional 
Engineer and Land Surveyor and has 34 years experience with the TDEC, 
Division of Water Pollution Control. 

Bruce Hook
 Bruce has a Bachelor of Surveying degree from the University of Otago 
located in Dunedin, New Zealand.  Upon graduating from college in 2001, 
Bruce has been working for Trimble Navigation developing core surveying 
technologies.  He has been involved with the development of the Trimble 
S6 robotic total station, Trimble R8 GPS equipment and Trimble Survey Con-
troller software.  For the past two years Bruce has been working in Support 
and Application for the Trimble 3D Laser Scanning team in Paris, France.  
Bruce was recently promoted to the position of Applications Manager 
of 3D Laser Scanning for all of the Americas.  His focus is on training and 
supporting Trimble Dealers on 3D Laser Scanning.  This allows dealers to 
be able to support Trimble User’s at the local level.  Through Bruce’s help, 
dealers will be trained to offer classes and support their 3D Scanning 
customers. 

Gary R. Kent
 Gary Kent is Integrated Services Director for The 
Schneider Corporation, a land surveying, GIS and 
consulting firm based in Indianapolis, with offices 
in Tennessee, North Carolina and Iowa.  He is past 
President of the American Congress on Surveying and 
Mapping and the Indiana Society of Professional Land 
Surveyors, and is chair of the NSPS and ALTA committees responsible for 
the ALTA/ACSM standards.  Gary sits on the Indiana State Board of Regis-
tration for Land Surveyors and is currently vice-chairman.  He is a certified 
instructor for the International Right of Way Association and also teaches 
part-time at Purdue University, where he has received two “Excellence in 
Teaching” awards.  Gary is a regular speaker across the country, and he 
writes columns for “The American Surveyor” (called “Reconnaissance”) and 
for the ACSM Bulletin. 

Barry Savage, RLS
 Mr. Savage has a BS in Civil Engineering Technology from the University 
of Tennessee at Martin.  He has been in the surveying field for 25 years 
and has been in private practice for 13 years.  He specializes in bound-
ary disputes and dispute resolution.  He is an adjunct faculty member 
at Cleveland State Community College where he developed the original 
surveying and GIS program.  Mr. Savage has written several articles and 
manuscripts for various professional publications.



Please type or print in ink.

Name (Mr./Ms./Mrs.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________________  State _______________   Zip________________________________

Phone (__________)__________________________________________  Date of Birth_______________________________________

Spouse_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Association mail will be sent to:  ❐ Business      ❐ Residence

EMPLOYER

Employer’s Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________________  State _______________   Zip________________________________

Job Title ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (__________)______________________________________  Fax (__________)_______________________________________

E-mail  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

EDUCATION

High School___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tech School/University__________________________________________________________________________________________

Degree_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION

❐ RLS      ❐ LSIT          Year registered______________  State _____________   License #______________________________________

County in which you reside ______________________________________________________________________________________

DUES SCHEDULE

❐ I have previously held membership in TAPS. 

❐ Previous Member Reinstatement Fee ......$25  ❐ Affiliate Member ............. $160

❐ Member ............................................................ $175 ❐ Retired Member .................$85

❐ Junior Member ............................................... $120 ❐ Student Member ...............$25

❐ Associate Member ........................................ $120 ❐ Sustaining Member ....... $280

Amount Enclosed $____________ 

PRACTICE DIVISION(S)

Check which category best reflects your area of practice.

❐ Construction       ❐ Education      ❐ Private Practice      ❐ Government      ❐ Industry       ❐ Other ___________________________

REFERENCES

Name ____________________________________ Phone ________________________  E-Mail _______________________________

Name ____________________________________ Phone ________________________  E-Mail _______________________________

PAYMENT

❐ Check Enclosed      ❐ Visa       ❐  Mastercard

❐ Please bill me

 ❐ Annually     ❐ Semi-Annually     ❐ Quarterly

Credit Card#_________________________________________________________________________  Exp. Date_________________

Signature_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

TAPS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(add to member dues below)



SPOUSE AGENDA
Registration Fee/Membership - $25

Includes Ladies Auxiliary meeting and brunch.  Dues can be paid at the meeting or mailed with spouse’s TAPS registration.  
To purchase tickets for breakfast, lunch or the March Madness PAC Fundraiser, please see Registration Form.

Thursday, March 15
7:00-9:00 am Set-Up Ladies Auxiliary Silent Auction Salon 5
8:00-9:00 am Registration Open Conference Foyer

Friday, March 16
8:00-9:00 am Registration Open Conference Foyer
5:00 pm Ladies Auxiliary Silent Auction Ends Salon 5

Saturday, March 17
7:00-8:00 am Registration Open Conference Foyer
10:00 am - 12:00 pm Ladies Auxiliary Meeting and Brunch Hospitality Suite

Notes: (1) The hotel provides a shuttle to destinations within 5 miles of the hotel (the mall, downtown Franklin).  Call for pickup. (2) If you want to purchase tickets to 
have breakfast, lunch, afternoon exhibit gathering with your husband/significant other, tickets will have to be purchased when their registration form is sent to Lori 
at the TAPS office.  (3) For shopping, you may want to meet in the lobby around 10:00 a.m. and share a ride, or hop on the shuttle with other ladies in the auxiliary.

LODGING is the responsibility of the attendee.  The Marriott has blocked a group of rooms at a special rate of $109 S/D.  Make reservations now.  
Cut-off date is 2/21/07.  615-261-6100.  Please help TAPS keep room rates down by staying at the Marriott Hotel.  

Thanks to Mario Forte, Vice President and Conference Chairman.

In Town Event Information
Friday/Saturday Grand Ole Opry • 615-871-OPRY
 General Jackson Dinner Cruise • 615-871-6100

March Madness PAC Fundraiser
FRIDAY, MARCH 16 • 7:00 P.M.

Sports/Casino theme – $20 cover
Includes your food, beverage and big screen TV.  You will be able to buy into game boards, 

Texas Hold ‘em No Limit Poker Tournament, and much more.
Make checks payable to the LS PAC.  The LS PAC cannot accept checks from corporations!

______ @ $20 = $__________ Total Enclosed

Mail to TAPS office.

Names of Attendees: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Registration
Registration required.  No charge for seminars.  Meal tickets must be purchased.  College or university name required.

Exhibit Information
Registration required.  Viewing of Exhibits Only (no meals/no seminars): No charge.

Thursday 8:00-9:00 am; 12:40-1:30 pm; 3:10-7:00 pm
Friday 7:00-9:00 am



REGISTRATION & PURCHASE FORM
TAPS 39th Annual Conference & Technology Exhibition

Name  ______________________________________________________________________________  License No. ________________________________

Company ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________________  State ______________ Zip ____________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________    Fax __________________________________________________________

E-Mail    ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Early Deadline Date 2/23/07 – Check Days Attending
 Early Desk
❐ Special 3-Day Package* (16 PDH) Member $295 $320 $_________
Includes seminars, viewing of exhibits, breaks, Fri/Sat breakfast, Thurs/Fri lunch,  Non-Member $470 $495  $_________
**Thurs/Fri receptions

❐ Thursday Only* (5 PDH) Member $135 $160 $_________
Includes seminars, break, viewing of exhibits, Thursday lunch, and **reception Non-Member $310 $335 $_________

❐ Friday Only* (7 PDH) Member $150 $175 $_________
Includes seminars, breaks, viewing of exhibits, Friday breakfast & lunch, and  Non-Member $325 $350 $_________
**reception

❐ Saturday Only* (4 PDH) Member $75 $100 $_________
Includes seminars, break, Saturday breakfast. Non-Member $250 $275 $_________

*Does not include spouse program
**Thurs afternoon reception (2 drink tickets, heavy & light hors d’oeuvres); Fri afternoon reception (2 drink tickets)

Certified Survey Technician
Deadline for application and fees must be received in the 
NSPS office by 2/23/07.  All information, fees and applications 
can be obtained at www.nspsmo.org. 

Spouse Program
 Ladies Auxiliary Dues/Registration $25 $_________
 Name ____________________________

Meal Tickets
Breakfast:                         ❐ Fri   ❐ Sat $15/ea. day $_________ 
Lunch: ❐ Th   ❐ Fri $20/ea. day $_________
Thursday Reception _________ @ $20 $_________
Friday Reception _________ @ $10 $_________

Total Purchases    $_________

method of payment
❐ Check enclosed (payable to TAPS)     ❐ Charge my:   ❐ Visa     ❐ MC

 Card #__________________________________ Exp. Date   _________

 Signature  _________________________________________________

RETURN TO:
TAPS • 607 W. Due West Avenue, Suite 96 • Madison, TN 37115
Phone 615-860-9311 • Fax 615-860-7177
Registration and TAPS membership application can be down-
loaded at www.taps-inc.com.

CONFERENCE CANCELLATION POLICY
100% Refund 20 days prior to date of event
50% Refund 15 days prior to date of event
No Refund 10 days prior to date of event
NOTICE MUST BE WRITTEN

thursday, march 15
Please check the seminar you plan to attend:
❐ Seminar 1: “Insurance”
❐ Seminar 2: “Storm Drainage”
❐ Seminar 3: “Flood LOMC” and “T-DEC”
❐ Seminar 4: “High Definition Surveying”

friday, march 16
SESSION 1
Please check the seminar you plan to attend:
❐ Seminar 1: “Insurance”
❐ Seminar 2: “Storm Drainage”
❐ Seminar 3: “Flood LOMC” and “T-DEC”
❐ Seminar 4: “High Definition Surveying”

SESSION 2
Please check the seminar you plan to attend:
❐ Seminar 1: “ALTA (2005) Standards”
❐ Seminar 2: “Evidence & Procedures”




